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HEADLIGHTS: FROM HAZY TO SHOWROOM CLEAR IN 30 MINUTES 
 
 

When plastic or polycarbonate headlight lenses turn yellow and 

cloudy, not only does it detract from the beauty of a prized possession, but 

it reduces the light motorists rely on when driving at night. There are many 

reasons headlight lenses discolor—pollution, road salt, UV rays—but 

Shurhold offers a simple solution to restore those unsightly headlights 

back to their showroom clarity in about 30 minutes. 

Do-it-yourselfers will need Shurhold's Dual Action Polisher, Buff 

Magic, Buff Magic Compounding Pad, Microfiber Towels, Brite Wash soap, 

sponge, a 1" paint brush and painter's tape. Protective eyewear is 

recommended. 

 The restoration process works by buffing away numerous thin layers 

of the plastic until clarity is returned to the headlight. Owners should be 

careful when selecting a buffing compound, many are too coarse and can 

mar the plastic by leaving unsightly scratches. Shurhold's Buff Magic is 

ideal for this project because its abrasive particles actually become smaller 

as it is being used. 

To begin, park the vehicle in the shade. Direct sunlight can cause 

water and other materials to dry too quickly, which can have adverse 

effects on the project. Start with clean headlights; use Brite Wash or soap 

and water to remove any dirt. Dry the headlights completely. 
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Mask off the areas surrounding the headlights with painter's tape. 

This creates a protective barrier so no unnecessary polishing of the paint 

occurs. It also makes clean-up quicker and easier. 

Take the 1" paint brush and apply a thin layer of Buff Magic to the 

entire headlight surface. It should not be left to dry before beginning the 

buffing process. 

Set the Dual Action Polisher on medium speed and buff the compound 

into the headlight for 2–3 minutes. Use an up-and-down motion along the 

length of the headlight, followed by a left-to-right motion. Keep the polisher 

moving with gentle, but firm, pressure applied. 

Wipe off any remaining buffing compound using the microfiber towel 

and inspect the headlight. If there is still a haze, reapply a thin layer of 

Buff Magic and polish again. This step might have to be repeated 3–4 

times, depending on the condition of the headlight. 

Once satisfied with the result, remove the painter's tape and wash 

the headlights again to ensure that all the buffing compound has been 

removed. The headlights will now be back to showroom clear and allow 

optimum light through the lens for better performance at night. 

Shurhold's Dual Action Polisher has a price of $160. A 22 oz. can of 

Buff Magic costs $22.98. Buff Magic Compounding Pads are sold two to a 

pack for $23.98. Microfiber Towel Variety 3-packs are $18.98. A 32 oz. 

container of Brite Wash costs $11.98. 

Shurhold is dedicated to educating car and truck owners on vehicle 

value preservation. Inventor of the One Handle Does It All system, 

Shurhold manufactures specialty care items and accessories to clean, 

polish and detail. 

 Contact Shurhold, 3119 SW 42nd Ave., Palm City, FL 34990.  

800-962-6241; Fax: 772-286-9620. www.shurhold.com/auto. 


