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VESCONITE CELEBRATES 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

2018 marks the 60th anniversary of VescoPlastics and Vesconite, its 

first engineering plastic. The company's comprehensive line of 

thermopolymers is used extensively in the marine, agriculture, heavy off-

road equipment, pump, and hydroelectric and renewable energy industries. 

Founded by Alain Leger, an entrepreneurial engineer, Vesconite 

started in response to a need for an alternative to nylon bushings, which 

swelled and seized in humid underground mines. Years of testing resulted in 

a thermopolymer that had exceptionally low friction properties and could be 

machined to close tolerances. Steady, controlled corporate growth led to an 

international enterprise that never lost its commitment to and roots in the 

small town of Virginia, South Africa. A video is at bit.ly/2M87gad. 

As a tribute to the community that has supported it since its 

beginning, VescoPlastics has built the Two Friends Wing addition to the 

Meloding Day Care Centre, doubling its size. "With its careful design and 

inspirational architecture, this new building turned out more significant 

than I had expected," said Dr. Jean-Patrick Leger, CEO. "It provides a model 

of what classrooms for preschool children can be, at a time when there is 

such a need for early education and attention to higher standards." 

Meloding refers to an area where people of color were forced to live during 

the apartheid era. 
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Throughout its 60 years of manufacturing, VescoPlastics has been 

deeply committed to education at all levels. In 2017, the Steel, Engineering 

and Iron Federation of South Africa awarded the company first prize for the 

best artisan training in the country. One of the largest employers in the 

area, apprentices and work candidates comprise 44% of its workforce. "In 

2016, the number of people in the South African manufacturing sector 

totaled 1.19M," noted Leger. "If the same steps we have applied in our 

company were used across the country, half a million apprentices would be 

preparing to enter the workforce." 

VescoPlastics has warehouses and stocking agents on every continent, 

and serves customers in over 100 countries. Self-lubricating Vesconite and 

Hilube are advanced ultra-low friction polymers. They offer extreme 

dimensional stability and load strength, and a wear life up to 10 times that 

of bronze—even in dirty conditions. 

Contact Vesconite, PO Box 40647, Cleveland, Johannesburg 2022, 

South Africa. USA phone: 713-574-7255; Fax: 212-937-3184. 

vesconite@vesconite.com; www.vesconite.com. 


